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Hello!

Eun Kyoung Choe (choe@umd.edu), she/her
Director of the PhD Program, Associate Professor

Joel Chan (joelchan@umd.edu), he/him
Assistant Director of the PhD Program, Assistant Professor

Emily Dacquisto (emilyd@umd.edu), she/her
PhD Program Coordinator

 



Ph.D. in Information Studies (est. 1969)



Ph.D. in Information Studies (est. 1969)
87 current students total as of the Fall 2022

● 62% female; 34% male
● 84% full-time; 16% part-time
● 66% domestic; 34% international

113 graduates as of Fall 2022

● Time to degree completion: 5.5 years (last 10 years)
● Placement

○ Tenure-track academic positions (e.g., Clemson, Penn State, George Mason)
○ Teaching- and Research-focused academic positions
○ Industry (e.g., Meta, Google, Capital One, IBM)
○ Postdoc, consulting, government, etc







PhD Admissions







Funding
We provide 5 years of guaranteed funding 
for full-time students through TA- or 
RA-ship, provided that you maintain a 
good academic standing. Current stipend 
rates are shown in the table on the right.

A 20 hours/week TA- or RA-ship comes 
with up to 10 credits of tuition remission. 
A 10 hours/week TA- or RA-ship comes 
with up to 5 credits of tuition remission. 

Students with a TA- or RA-ship are also 
eligible to enroll in the University Student 
Health Insurance Plan (SHIP) or the 
Maryland State Employee Health 
Insurance Plan.

20 hours/week 9.5 Month 12 Month

PhD Pre-candidacy 28,088 35,479

PhD Post-candidacy 30,169 38,108

10 hours/week

PhD Pre-candidacy 14,044 17,739

PhD Post-candidacy 15,084 19,054



Timeline

Average time to degree is 5 years; most students finish within 4 to 6 years

Year 1-2: Coursework (27 credits)

Year 2: Integrative paper (1 semester)

Year 3/4: Working on the Proposal

Year 4/5: Writing a dissertation

Pass: advance to candidacy

Proposal Defense

Dissertation Defense

First year review (or annual review)



Handbook

Read the latest version carefully and thoroughly. 



Doctoral Students Research Awards (DSRA) 

Funding to assist the current iSchool PhD students’ research

Up to $1,000 to cover costs associated with students’ research

May receive the award twice: before/after the achievement of candidacy



Q/A

Please reach out to ischoolphd@umd.edu with any questions you may have.


