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Welcome to the College of 
Information Studies, Maryland’s 
iSchool, a groundbreaking 
academic community providing 
essential information at a time  
of incredible transformation.  



Our study of the human-centered use of information 
draws on many disciplines and impacts a wide range 
of users, from corporations to pre-school aged children. 
Our work makes the work of others more powerful by 
providing the right resources and tailored techniques 
for improving knowledge. In the age of global 
connectivity, mining a wealth of data and finding the 
correct information quickly will be essential for those 
in education, computer and mathematical sciences, 
government and more. 

………

The iSchool’s education and 
research transform the way 
people, organizations and society 
interact with information. 



The iSchool’s talented faculty 
works at the nexus of knowledge, 
information, people and 
technology. 

In the classroom, in the lab and on super-computing 
projects, our faculty and students connect various 
academic endeavors including information retrieval 
and management, library science and school media, 
community and social informatics, ethics and 
e-government. Improvements in policy and practice 
influence public services and enhance the availability 
and accuracy of information. The results impact 
institutions from art galleries classifying new materials 
to large-scale corporations tasked with protecting 
confidential data.

Our expanding focus on electronic information 
builds on a firm foundation of established and nationally 
ranked library science programs. A dependable, 
innovative resource for people from all walks of life, 
the iSchool’s faculty is a tremendous asset for other 
researchers, federal government employees and the 
private sector.

………



Faculty, students, alumni and partners benefit from 
our proximity to the capital and relationships with 
federal agencies, influential corporations and non-profit 
organizations. Recent partners include the Library of 
Congress, Smithsonian Institution, the Department of 
Homeland Security, the White House, Lockheed Martin, 
Northrop Grumman, National Geographic, National 
Archives and Records Administration and the History 
Associates. High-level o!cials, such as the federal IT 
director, are in our classrooms regularly and recognize 
our students’ capabilities. Nearby government and 
private libraries provide terrific training grounds, 
internships and career connections. Meanwhile, our 
own university and its impressive array of highly 
ranked programs o"er excellent opportunities for 
multidisciplinary research.

………
The iSchool is ideally located 
near Washington, D.C., the 
information capital of the world, 
and is part of a top-ranked public 
research university. 



The iSchool enjoys significant 
momentum, with achievements 
in growth, innovation and impact. 

Although we already rank among the Top 15 information 
schools in the nation, we continue our push toward the 
top. In 2007, we moved to expand our academic o"erings 
and recruit faculty who will bolster our mission of 
empowering people to use information e"ectively.

Last year, we added seven new professors, new 
concentrations and began pursuing the addition of an 
undergraduate degree program. We also awarded more 
master’s degrees than any other school at the University 
of Maryland, excluding the Robert H. Smith School of 
Business.

As we increase enrollment, launch programs and 
grow our research activity, the iSchool will maintain 
its intimate feel by continuing to o"er small classes and 
inspiring the camaraderie that our students expect. And 
by pursuing careers in traditional and emerging fields, 
our alumni will return the favor by demonstrating the 
relevance and influence of Maryland’s iSchool.
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